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Third edition in 2011
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38 towns in

Edition 2009

64 towns in

Edition 2010

102 VVE certified cities 
between 1 and 5 stars
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� At least 2000 towns in France switch off their lights in the second part of 
night !
(typically after 23h-midnight)

� More than 1,3 millions french people is involved in this process
� From small villages (100 inhabitants) up to rather big towns such as Murs-

Erigne (5500 inhabitants),  Cerizay (4600 inhabitants), ….
� … but also test of switching off lightings in some aeras such as residential 

ones (50%) of bigger cities such as Fontaines (22000 inhabitants), Joigny 
(10000 inhabitants) …

� Main point of interest :
� Energy savings and reduce the cost of  public lighting

� But more and more mayors are aware that this choice makes it possible  to restablish 

the natural diurnal/nocturnal cycle and thus protect the whole night ecosystem during 

a significant part of the night

*Villes & Villages Etoilés* promotes 
switching-off of lightings
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Example in Loir & Cher

� 1/3 of the towns in this county are switching off lightings 
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Example in Allier

� 70% of the luminous flux is switching off in this county

� Many dark places appear with a negligible light pollution
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